
“we went into the race and the Archer

Brothers had brou如t AI Unser Sr. in for

that event as their guest drivej’Saleen

says. `AIso, Jason Bateman’the actor’

was on the Mitsubishi team for that

event. I remember after the first lap

going around) We’re going into tum one

and the Archer brothers are basica11y

rubbing my door handle, and then I’m

looking through血eir window net at血e

Nissan team. None ofus were going to

lift going into tum one:’

The trucks were all short-Wheelbase,

and none of血em were set up for high-

speed racing. The result was punishing.
``On the second or third lap, PuShing

Bateman, he went upside doⅥn; Saleen

says. ``I think it was his first and only

race. The ro11 cage actua11y collapsed

when he was upside down. The Nd成0ml

Enqub7.eγ had the picture on血e front

of their newspaper with him cheating

death. After the race, Unser said, `well,

I’m never doing血at agaln:”

Unser may have had his創1, but血e

Rac塊hlck Cha11enge continued to draw

competitors from every comer ofmotor-

sport. peter Cunningham’Who founded

RealTime Racing in 1987 spent some血ne

at the wheel ofa Mazda B2OOO in 199O.

He’djust come from wiming血e Escort

Endurance Championship in a CRX Si,

but the trucks were di餓∋rent animals.

``The first time I ever drove the Mazda

tmck was at Sears Point at血e opening

weekend;’he says. `Ⅶen I went out of

血e pit lane and I was driving around for

the first few laps, I was like’Jesus’these

血ings are sIowl But once we were out

there toge血er in the race’it was total fun.

1bu didn’t do a lot ofsIowing down. The

only race I won in此at whole series was

at Laguna Seca on my 27血bir血day even

血ough we had血e eighth-fastest lap:’

It may have been his only race win, but

he walked away with the points cha,m-

pionship that year. Saleen would do the

same in ’91.

“I’ve driven every血ing from sports rac-

ers, SPOrtS CarS, SuPerCars, formula cars,

Indyca尋’Saleen says. ``I’ve been in awider
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range ofcars than most people have) bo血

street and on血e track. I w皿say I¥re had

血e most fun in truck racing by far?’

“It was crash and bang them;’schilke

says. “They tried everything. They were

trying to develop a show, SO it tumed into

a lot ofbody work and Bondo every race:’

While drivers were bashing off of each

other; manufacturers were busy raiding

血eir cupboards for go-fast parts. Schiト

ke’s rules were generous on that front・

Suspension modifications were nearly

wide open, but there was no changing

a, Vehiclds wheelbase. Wheels and tires

were also unlimited, but the engines

were supposed to be sealed units. But

one line in血e I'ule book made things

more interesting血an all the others : yOu

could use any part on a vehicle so Iong

as it had a manufacturer part number.

For mos七manufacturers, that meant

plucking larger brakes from four-Wheel

drive or V-6 models for use on the tra(丸

or larger sway ba,rS from tow packages.

But Schilke got a li血e more creative.

``The electric Ranger was using those

composite beds, and血ey were 125 or 130

pounds li如t〔げhe says. `くSo ife got a Ford

part number. What血e heck? I was the

head of Ranger Vchide Engineering by

血attime, SO Wejust got abunch ofcom-

posite boxes and gave them to the teams:’
`No one knew about it;’saleen says.

``It a11 became a known entity during

a race at St. Petersburg, FIorida. I was

ranmed by one ofthe trucke during the

heat of the race, and instead ofbending

the sheetmetal, it poked a m萄Or hole in

血e composite:’

“when SCCA saw it, they came

unglued; Schilke says. ``The next thing

I know, I’m in race control and they

said, `You,re going to step next door to

the sanctioning o債ce and we’re going to

rean your ass out on this one: I said, `I’ve

got a Ford part number. Itもright here.

1bur rules say anything that has a Ford

part nhmber is valid, SO CaSe CIosed:’’

It was a spectacle that stank ofpeo-

ple having too much fun on a racetrack.

The SCCA got its show’manufacturers

got to have a go at each o血er for reason-

al)1e money, and血e drivers got to have a

good time. Racing at its best, eVen ifno

one stuck around to watch it. By 1991,

the Challenge ground to a halt. There

just wasn’t enough cash to keep it going.

Drivers headed offto o血er series, and

the trucks, mOSt Of血em, Went血e way

a11 old race cars go: to SCraP.
``工fwe’re talking legacy;’prue境SayS,

``血ere really was none. It broke血e mold,

and showed血at ifyou feel there’s value

a,nd you,ve got a couple ofpeople who

JOln yOu in that belieちit’s okay to do

something that isn’t truly expected in

motor racing. Itもbeen a l珊e while since

I rea11y felt that heavy sensation. I wish

more folks knew about it. Hopefully,

more folks will start to血ink, CWhat kind

ofother weird stuffmight we ponder?’’’F[


